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Welcome to our monthly “Family 
Together Time” newsletter, just in time 
for the Holiday Season. November 
brings with it cooler weather 
(hopefully!), harvest foods, the influx 
of friends and family, and the 
shopping and cooking and planning 
that goes with it. 

Because we know that each 
season brings its own special kind of 
craziness, this year we have cleared 
the church calendar for every third 
Friday night of the month, and instead 
want invite you to delve into “Family 
Time”, including: 

 
• Family Appreciation Time

• Family “Real Talk” Time 

• Family Worship Time 

• Family Fun Time

May your time together be filled with 
fun, laughter, connection, and God’s 
presence! 

Here are some ideas to get the juices 
flowing. 

The Thankful Tree 

It is true that Thanksgiving is 
technically only one day. But why not 
have a family project that focuses on 
gratitude all month long? 

Gather some twigs, a vase, and some 
slips of cardstock and a hole punch. 
Find a time during the day when 
family members are encouraged to 
write down (or draw) something they 
are grateful for and place it on the tree 
each day, to be read on Thanksgiving. 
http://www.simplyvintagegirl.com/
blog/index.php/2010/11/27/the-
thankful-tree/ 

Get Connected 
 
The holiday season is a time for family 
gatherings - but sometimes after a 
long week at work it can be hard to 
find the mental energy to spark new or 
creative conversations. This is why we 

are excited to recommend two 
different conversation-starting 
sources. The first, called “Family 
Dinner Box of Questions”, has 80+ 
questions that will get families talking 
about life and faith.
 http://www.melissaanddoug.com/

The 
second 
source is 
for those 
tech-savvy 
families 
who prefer 
to connect 
through 
their 
phones. 
There is a 
free app 
called “Questions in a Box” that has 
questions geared from strangers who 
have just met all the way to families 
mulling over the “Big Picture” 
moments. We have made great use of 
it already! 
 http://questionsinabox.com/

Family Together Time Ideas
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Ideas & Resources

Get Involved 

This season, why don’t you chose service or 
community connection project to do as a family? While 
there are many wonderful ways to get involved, here is 
one we are doing as a church. 

The Redlands Church, in partnership with UREACH and 
other local churches, is planning to adopt over 1000 
families during the course of this year. Our first step will 
be gathering food and then delivering each of the food 
baskets to families in our community. You as a family 
could partner with us any one (or all three!) of the 
following ways: 

1. You can choose to help with supplying the food. Food 
items can be dropped off at the Redlands Church or 
at Re:Live Thrift Store until November 20. 

2. You can sign up to deliver a basket to a family on 
November 22. 

3. You can sign up to adopt a family to help for each of 
the holiday seasons for a year. 

To sign up for any of the options please fill out the 
bulletin insert and turn it in to the offering plate, to a 
deacon, or to the church office. 

**Church Family Retreat**

Remember, this upcoming weekend is our Church 
Retreat, a time to get away together as a church family 
and spend some connecting, refreshing, and relaxing. 

Due to our retreat, there will be NO CURCH OR 
SABBATH SCHOOL next week, November 15. 

May you have a gratitude-filled week! 


